Dearborn County Water Quality Management Plan Update 

Dearborn County Adult Center, 311 West Tate St., Lawrenceburg, IN
May 9, 2011 - 7:00 to 9:00 P.M.

PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA

1.  Presentation on the Plan Update Process and Highlights of the Draft Update 

2.  Questions and Comments 

3.  Time for Touring Staffed Exhibit Stations 

Adjournment

Updating Dearborn County’s Water Quality Management Plan
Dearborn County has plentiful freshwater resources.  Its rivers, streams, lakes and aquifers are vital to the health and economic vitality of more than 50,000 residents.  To help protect and improve local water quality, the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Governments (OKI) and project partners are updating a plan to ensure clean water throughout the county.  
Who

A variety of people are working through an advisory committee to update the plan.  They share a common stake in clean water resources, and their affiliations include:
· Dearborn County Board of Commissioners

· Dearborn County Council

· Dearborn County Government GIS

· Dearborn County Health Department

· Dearborn County Plan Commission

· Dearborn County Chamber of Commerce

· Dearborn County Soil & Water Conservation District

· Local sewage treatment providers 
· Local communities

· Watershed groups for Hogan, Tanners and South Laughery creeks
· Lawrenceburg Conservancy District

· Oxbow, Inc.
· Ohio·Kentucky·Indiana Regional Council of Governments (OKI), which brings together local governments, business organizations and community groups to collaborate on plans and programs for improving the Tri-State’s quality of life and economic development potential
What

Water Quality Management Plans are required by the federal Clean Water Act, and OKI was designated as the agency for water quality management planning in Dearborn County by the governor of Indiana over 30 years ago.  In 2010 OKI obtained a grant to update the original 1977 Regional Water Quality Management Plan.  Priority update tasks include:
· Describing current water quality problems;
· Identifying management needs and approaches to solving the water quality problems;
· Identifying areas where population trends and anticipated land use changes indicate probable needs for increased wastewater treatment;
What – cont.
· Clarifying which wastewater management entities are designated to serve which areas; and
· Enabling Indiana to comply with federal law in issuing wastewater discharge permits.
To avoid confusion, it may be helpful to note what the update planning will not do:
· It will not initiate additional water quality monitoring.
· It will not identify site-specific causes of water pollution.
· It will not change state laws requiring sewer hook-ups within reach of a centralized system.
· It will not provide funding for water pollution controls. 
When

After consulting with local and state officials and receiving a federal grant, OKI started gathering data in February 2010. The advisory committee is expected to complete its work by June, in keeping with the schedule outlined in the grant.  The plan will be finalized in July, and then submitted to OKI’s Executive Committee for action in August or September. After the plan is adopted by OKI, it will be submitted to the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM).
Where
All of Dearborn County is pertinent to the plan update.  The county’s surface waters are geographical features of primary interest.  Of the county’s 700 linear miles of rivers and streams, about 67 miles (9.6%) have one or more impairments.  An impaired waterway does not comply with state and federal water quality standards and fails to attain its designated uses for water recreation, aquatic habitat or toxin-free fish consumption.  The land areas drained by waterways are known as watersheds, which also are important to the planning process.  Six major watersheds are included in the update: Tanners Creek (a watershed comprising 35% of the county’s land area), Hogan Creek (31%), Whitewater River/Pipe Creek (14%), Laughery Creek (14%), Wilson Creek (4%) and Taylor Creek/Muddy Creek (3%).  Several updated recommendations will deal with wastewater facility planning areas, which provide a geographical framework for planning centralized wastewater treatment facilities.
Why
Water quality management plans are required by the federal Clean Water Act to recommend solutions to pollution problems in metropolitan areas.  The plans are designed to stretch limited taxpayer dollars by preventing duplications of effort among local sewer agencies.  The goal is to increase the likelihood of environmentally sound, cost effective, and feasible wastewater management facilities. OKI is involved because Indiana’s governor designated it as the regional water quality management planning agency for Dearborn County more than 30 years ago.  Competing budget priorities precluded a plan update until the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 provided Indiana with federal dollars to fund the update.
How

The project team has invited the public and interest groups to participate in public meetings and to give feedback at those meetings.  An initial public meeting was held May 10, 2010 to describe the project purpose and process and to elicit public concerns.  In response to a request from the Dearborn County Commissioners for a time-sensitive plan amendment related to the county’s northeastern area, a public hearing was held 7-9 p.m. on February 28, 2011 at the Dearborn County Adult Center, 311 West Tate Street, Lawrenceburg, Indiana 47025. A public meeting is also being held 7-9 p.m. May 9, 2011 at the same location, the Dearborn County Adult Center, to describe the overall draft plan’s major findings and recommendations and to elicit public feedback.  More information is available on the project website http://www.dearborncounty.org/waterplan along with a survey. 
