WHY IS YARD WASTE AND
GRASS CLIPPINGS SO BAD?
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As grass clippings and yard waste breaks down, it
releases phosphorus and nitrogen to the water which
leads to excessive algae growth.

These algae blooms block out sunlight and reduce
oxygen levels in water, which can lead to fish Kills.

DON'T DUMP IN OUR WATER

Please do not dump yard waste like
leaves, clippings and branches
near any creek or drainage ditch.

Contact Information

City of Lawrenceburg:
John Johnson-(812)532-3554
jjohnson@lawrenceburg.in.gov
City of Greendale:
Derek Walker-(812)537-9219
citymanager@cityofgreendale.net
City of Aurora:

Austin Woods- (513)708-9983
awoods@aurora.in.us
Dearborn County:
Dennis Kraus-(812)532-3263
dkraus@dearborncounty.in.gov
Dearborn Co. Soil & Water
Conservation District:
Kyla Dick- (812)926-2406 Ext.3
kyla.dick@in.nacdnet.net

For more information, please
visit www.dearborncounty.org

Greendale-Lawrenceburg-Aurora-
Dearborn County
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YARD WASTE AND
GRASS CLIPPINGS

THE GRASS ISN'T ALWAYS
GREENER ON THE OTHER
SIDE...OF THE STORM DRAIN!

Yard debris, like leaves, grass clippings, and other
organic plant material are a significant source of
stormwater pollution.
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HOW CAN YOU HELP?
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Don’t forget to sweep up! Grass clippings and leaves

will wash into a storm drain during the next rain, where

they can clog culverts, storm drains, and pipes,

causing flooding.
Pt

How can you protect water
quality while keeping your yard
maintained?

v" Mow your lawn often so you only remove the top
1/3 of grass blades. Taller grass has deeper
roots which prevents soil loss and helps water
infiltrate.

v Leave grass clippings on the lawn or compost
them. Intentionally blowing or placing lawn waste
in the street is illegal and you could receive a
citation or fine.

v' Fertilize only when necessary, and don’t do it if it
might rain within two days.

v' Use slow-release Nitrogen fertilizer which doesn’t
need to be applied as often.

v In the fall, bag your leaves for municipal
collection. If your community picks them up from
the street, don’t place them in the gutter if it's
going to rain within two days.

Clean up after your pets!

Never hose grease, oil, or fluid from chemicals or
spills into a storm drain! Use an absorbent
material and sweep it up.

v' Plant a raingarden!

CUT IT HIGH

and let it lie

Start a compost pile and turn yard waste into rich soil
for your indoor and outdoor plants.

PLEASE
CLEAN UP
AFTER
YOUR PET
(W )

Taller grass is more drought tolerant and has deeper
roots. Keep grass at least 3” high and mow often so
you only remove the top 1/3 of grass blades.

If you see someone dumping yard waste and
grass clippings in the storm drain, call your local
Stormwater Hotline.




