Dearborn County Floodplain Perception Survey

As flooding events continue to affect homes, businesses, farmland, infrastructure, and natural resources, understanding
community perspectives is essential. This survey seeks to understand how residents perceive flood risk, floodplains, levees,
drainage systems, and natural flood-protection features across Dearborn County. The information collected will help identify

local concerns, improve public awareness, and support future planning, conservation, and flood-risk management efforts
throughout the county. This survey will take no more than 10 minutes to complete. Your response is crucial for the future of

Dearborn County. Please complete all sections. Mark one answer per question unless instructed otherwise.

Theme 1: Location and Flood Exposure

1. Which part of Dearborn County do you live in?

O Northern part of the county
Central part of the county
Southern part of the county
Prefer not to say

2. Which best describes the area where you live?

Lawrenceburg
Greendale
Aurora
Guilford
QO Another part of the county (Please Mention)

O Prefer not to say

3. Which of the following best describes your local flood context?

My area is protected by a levee

My area is not protected by a levee

Flooding is more of a drainage issue where | live

Flooding is more of a river or creek inundation issue where | live
O | do not know

4. Do you live near ariver, creek, drainage problem area, or mapped floodplain?

Yes
No
Not sure

5. Has your household or property been affected by flooding, drainage issues, or water-related
damage in the past 10 years?

Yes, major impacts

Yes, minor impacts

No

Not sure

Theme 2: Awareness of Flood History, Flood Patterns, and Local Risk

1. How familiar are you with Dearborn County's history of flooding?
@ Not familiar at all
Slightly familiar
Moderately familiar
Very familiar

2. Before today, were you aware of major flood-related events in Dearborn County in recent
years, including 2018, 2022, and 2024?

Yes
No



O Notsure

3. Which types of flooding do you think are most important in Dearborn County? Select all that
apply.

River flooding

Creek flooding

Flash flooding

Drainage-related flooding

Flooding linked to heavy rain

Flooding linked to the Ohio River

Not sure

XXX

4. When do you think flooding is most likely to occur in Dearborn County?

Late January to late June
Summer

Fall

Winter only

Flooding can happen at any time
Not sure

Anything else? (please specify)

XXX

5. How strongly do you agree or disagree with the following statement: Flood risk differs
significantly across different communities in Dearborn County.
Strongly agree
Somewhat agree
Somewhat disagree
Strongly disagree
O Not sure

Theme 3: Personal and Community Impacts of Flooding

1. What kinds of impacts from flooding or drainage problems concern you most in Dearborn
County? Select all that apply.

Damage to homes or property
Damage to roads or infrastructure
Business closures or economic loss
Mold and long-term cleanup costs
Water contamination

Septic or sewer-related problems
Reduced property value
Disruption to daily life

Loss of farmland or usable land
Not sure

Anything else? (please specify)
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2. If you have experienced flooding or drainage problems, what was the most serious impact?

Damage inside a home or building
Damage to yard, driveway, or land
Financial stress from repairs

Temporary loss of access or transportation
Mold or health concerns

Septic or wastewater problems
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N  Business or work-related loss
N  Other

N  Not applicable

3. How serious do you think the financial burden of flooding is for affected residents in
Dearborn County?

Very serious

Somewhat serious

Not very serious

Not serious at all
O Not sure

4. How concerned are you about septic system or wastewater issues in flood-prone areas of
Dearborn County?
O Very concerned
O Somewnhat concerned
8 Slightly concerned
Not concerned
O Notsure

Theme 4: Perceptions of Floodplain Management, Levees, and Natural Flood Protection

1. How familiar are you with the term floodplain?
Not familiar at all
Slightly familiar
Very familiar
O Extremely familiar

2. How important do you think floodplains, wetlands, and natural open areas are for reducing
flood damage in Dearborn County?

O Not at all important
O Slightly important
O Very important

O Extremely important

3. How strongly do you agree or disagree with the following statement: Natural areas along
rivers and creeks should be protected because they help reduce flooding and related damage.
O Strongly agree
Somewhat agree
Neither agree nor disagree
Somewhat disagree
Strongly disagree

4. Do you think levee-protected communities and non-protected communities experience flood
risk differently in Dearborn County?

O Yes
O No

O Maybe

5. Which flood protection strategies do you think are most important for Dearborn County?
Select up to 3.
¥  Maintaining and improving levees

¥  Protecting floodplains from development
¥  Restoring wetlands and natural flood storage areas



Improving drainage systems

Strengthening stormwater management

Better development standards in flood-prone areas
More public education about flood risk

Not sure

XXX

Theme 5: Flood Risk, Ordinances, Development, and Willingness to Support Action

1. How important is it for Dearborn County to use public input when shaping future floodplain
and flood-risk ordinances?
O Very important
Not important at all
Not sure

2. How supportive would you be of stronger county rules to limit development in flood-prone
areas?

Very supportive
Somewhat supportive
Somewhat opposed
Strongly opposed

O Notsure

3. How willing would you be to comply with flood-related regulations if they were intended to
reduce risk and protect people, property, and water resources?

Willing

Not very willing

Not willing at all

Not sure

4. Which statement best reflects your view?
O Flood protection should take priority, even if it limits some development or land use
O Flood protection and development should be balanced equally
O Property rights and development should usually take priority
O Notsure

5. Which types of places should receive the strongest flood-related protections or regulations?
Select up to 3.

New subdivisions

Commercial developments

Industrial sites

Individual residential properties
Agricultural land

Properties near streams or rivers
Floodplain areas

Areas with repeated drainage problems
Not sure
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Theme 6: Local Priorities, Urgency, and Countywide Differences

1. Compared with other local issues, how important is reducing flood risk in Dearborn County?

O One of the highest priorities
O Important but not among the highest priorities

Somewhat important
Low priority
Not sure



2. Why is the issue of flooding of the highest priority to you?

Please write your response below:

2. Which flood-related issues do you think deserve the most county attention? Select up to 3.

¥  River flooding

¥  Flash flooding

N  Drainage problems

K  Streambank erosion

¥  Water contamination after flooding

X  Development in flood-prone areas

N  Septic and wastewater problems

¥  Protection of wetlands and natural flood storage
K  Aging drainage or stormwater infrastructure

3. Are flood or drainage concerns different part of the county? Please explain.
Please write your response below:

Theme 7: Participation, Communication, and Preferred County Actions

1. Would you be willing to take part in activities that help reduce flooding or improve flood
resilience in Dearborn County?

O VYes, definitely
8 Maybe
Probably not

2. Which of the following would you be most willing to support or participate in? Select all that
apply.
Public workshops
Community meetings
Planning discussions
Stream or creek restoration projects
Tree planting or buffer planting
Property-level drainage improvements

Volunteer monitoring
| would not be interested
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3. How would you most prefer to receive information about flooding, drainage, and floodplain
issues in Dearborn County? Select up to 3.

B  Public meetings



Printed mailers or newsletters
County website

Social media

Workshops or trainings
One-on-one technical help

Local radio or news
Demonstration sites or examples

XXX

4. Which of the following organizations do you know work on floodplain conservation,
planning, or management in Dearborn County? Select all that apply.

Dearborn County government

Dearborn County Planning and Zoning Department
Lawrenceburg Conservancy District

Dearborn County Soil & Water Conservation District
IDEM

OKI

Green Umbrella

Local emergency management or related agencies
Community organizations

Other
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N  Not sure

5. What actions would you most like Dearborn County to take to reduce flood risk? Select up to
3.

Better drainage and stormwater planning
Stronger floodplain regulations

Better flood-risk communication and education
Levee maintenance and coordination

Stream, wetland, or floodplain restoration
Restrictions on development in high-risk areas
More mapping and monitoring

Partnerships with local organizations
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6. Please list one flood-related issue you think Dearborn County should address first.
Please write your response below:
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