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SOLAR, BESS, AND DATA CENTER ORDINANCE COMMENTS 

(All listed are proposed changes to portions of the ordinance or additional language.  If it is 
modifying and existing ordinance, the article and section number will be added to the ordinance) 

Article 19, Section 1902 – Solar Energy System Definitions 

(changed out the types in the current code for more types and different names) 

Agrivoltaics (Dual Use):  The simultaneous use of the same parcel of land for both agricultural production 
and solar photovoltaic energy generation.  Agrivoltaic systems are designed and managed to allow 
continued agricultural activities beneath and/or adjacent to solar installations, include but not limited to 
crop production, specialty crops, livestock grazing, beehives/bee keeping, pollinator habitats, or other 
agricultural products, services or practices. 

Ground Mounted Solar Energy System: SES consisting of solar photovoltaic panels, modules, or other 
solar energy collection devices that are installed on a support structure affixed directly to the ground 
rather than mounted on a building or other structure. 

Small-Scale Individual Projects (SES-S):  SES designed and installed to provide renewable energy 
primarily for the use and benefit of a single property owner, occupant, farm operation, or principal use 
located on the same parcel.  Such systems may be ground mounted, roof mounted, or building 
integrated SES and are intended to serve residential and agricultural needs of the property on which the 
system is located.  A Small-Scale Individual Solar Energy System may operate independently of the 
electrical grid or be interconnected with a public utility and may participate in net metering, power 
purchase, or other utility partnership programs, provided the primary purpose of the system remains to 
offset the energy consumption of the property on which it is located and is not developed as a principal 
commercial power generation facility. 

Large-Scale Individual Projects (SES-L):  SES designed and installed to provide renewable energy 
primarily for the use and benefit of a single commercial or industrial business.  Such systems may be 
ground mounted, roof mounted, or building integrated SES and are intended to serve the needs of the 
business located on the property.  A Large-Scale Individual Solar Energy System may operate 
independently of the electrical grid or be interconnected with a public utility and may participate in net 
metering, power purchase, or other utility partnership programs, provided the primary purpose of the 
system remains to offset the energy consumption of the property on which it is located and is not 
developed as a principal commercial power generation facility. 

Community Solar Projects (SES-C):  SES designed and installed to provide renewable energy primarily for 
the use and benefit of a neighborhood, residential/commercial/industrial multi-lot subdivision, 
Government Center buildings/facilities, parks, etc.  Such systems may be ground mounted, roof 
mounted or building integrated SES and are intended to serve the needs of the development.  A 
Community Solar Energy System may operate independently of the electrical grid or be interconnected 
with a public utility and may participate in net metering, power purchase, or other utility partnership 
programs, provided the primary purpose of the system remains to offset the energy consumption of the 
property on which it is located and is not developed as a principal commercial power generation facility. 
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Utility Scale Solar Fields (SES-U):  SES designed and installed to provide renewable energy directly to the 
electrical grid rather than a specific customer or user.  Such systems may be ground mounted. 

Integrated Solar Energy System: An SES in which solar photovoltaic or solar thermal materials are 
incorporated into, replace, or function as conventional building materials or structural components, 
such that the solar components are an integral part of the structure.  The system is designed to serve 
both as a building component and as an energy-generating system.  Integrated SES installations may be 
incorporated into, but are not limited to, roofs, shingles, building facades, skylights, windows, canopies, 
awnings, carports, lighting fixtures, parking meters or other architectural and structural elements. 

Solar Inverters:  Is an electrical device that converts the variable direct current (DC) electricity generated 
by solar panels into usable alternating current (AC) electricity, which is the standard power required to 
run household appliances and safety connect to the electrical grid. 

Rooftop Solar Energy System: A Solar Energy System installed on the roof of a building or structure, 
including mounted or building-integrated solar components, for the purpose of generating electricity or 
capturing solar energy for on-site use or utility interconnection. 

Site Size: The calculated area that includes the perimeter of the outermost panels together with any and 
all equipment necessary for the function of the SES, including transformers and inverters but not 
including perimeter fencing and landscaping buffers. 

Solar Energy System (SES):  A device, array, facility, or structural design feature that converts sunlight into 
electrical energy, thermal energy, or another usable form of energy through the use of photovoltaic, solar 
thermal, or related technologies. A Solar Energy System includes all associated equipment, 
components, and appurtenances necessary for the collection, conversion, storage, monitoring, 
transmission, and distribution of solar energy, including but not limited to solar panels, modules, 
mounting systems, inverters, batteries, transformers, wiring, and related infrastructure. 

Please make changes in the area above OR please add comments on the language below, what 
would you change, what would you add, what would you remove, etc. 
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Please list any other words that should be added to the definition section for solar 

Current Solar Definitions of Section 1902 

Agrivoltaics: A solar energy system co-located on the same parcel of land as agricultural production, including 

cop production, grazing, apiaries, or other agricultural products or services. 

Ground Mounted Solar Energy System: An SES that is structurally mounted to the ground and does not qualify 

as an Integrated SES. For purposes of the County zoning code, any solar canopy that does not qualify as an 

Integrated SES shall be considered a Ground Mounted SES, regardless of where it is mounted. 

Ground Mounted SES, Small: A ground mounted SES with a site size of less than or equal to two (2) acres. 

*See also Solar Energy System–Accessory (SES-A)

Ground Mounted SES, Medium: A ground mounted SES with a site size of larger than two (2) acres but less 

than or equal to twenty (20) acres. *See also Solar Energy System–Commercial (SES-C) 

Ground Mounted SES, Large: A ground mounted SES with a site size of larger than twenty (20) acres. *See 

also Solar Energy System–Commercial (SES-C) 

Integrated Solar Energy System: An SES where solar materials are incorporated into building materials, such 

that the two are reasonably indistinguishable, or where solar materials are used in place of traditional building 

components, such that the SES is structurally an integral part of a house, building, or other structure. An 

Integrated SES may be incorporated into, among other things, a building facade, skylight, shingles, canopy, 

light, or parking meter. *See also Solar Energy System–Accessory (SES-A)  

Rooftop Solar Energy System: An SES that is structurally mounted to the roof of a house, building, or other 

structure and does not qualify as an Integrated SES. *See also Solar Energy System–Accessory (SES-A) 

Site Size: The calculated area that includes the perimeter of the outermost panels together with any and all 

equipment necessary for the function of the SES, including transformers and inverters but not including 

perimeter fencing and landscaping buffers. 

Solar Energy System (SES): A device or structural design feature that provides for the collection of solar energy 

for electricity generation, consumption, or transmission, or for thermal applications. SES refers only to (1) 

photovoltaic SESs that convert solar energy directly into electricity through a semiconductor device or (2) solar 

thermal systems that use collectors to convert the sun’s rays into useful forms of energy for water heating, space 

heating, or space cooling. SES excludes concentrated solar power, which uses mirrors to focus the energy from 

the sun to produce electricity. 

Solar Energy System–Accessory (SES-A): A Small Ground Mounted SES, Integrated SES, or Rooftop SES. 

Solar Energy System–Commercial (SES-C): A Medium Ground Mounted SES or Large Ground Mounted SES.
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