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SOLAR, BESS, AND DATA CENTER ORDINANCE COMMENTS 

(All listed are proposed changes to portions of the ordinance or additional language.  If it is 
modifying and existing ordinance, the article and section number will be added to the ordinance) 

Article 19, a new section or added to definitions – Battery Energy Storage Systems Definitions 

Battery Energy Storage System (BESS):  A system consisting of one or more rechargeable batteries, 
battery management systems, power conversion equipment, thermal management equipment, safety 
systems, and associated electrical infrastructure designed to store electrical energy and discharge that 
energy for later use. 

Battery Energy Storage Facility:  A principal use consisting of a Battery Energy Storage System and all 
associated equipment, structures, fencing, access roads, substations, and utility interconnections that 
collectively function as a standalone energy storage operation. 

Accessory Battery Energy Storage System:  A Battery Energy Storage System that is incidental and 
subordinate to a principal use and is located on the same lot as the principal use it serves, including 
residential, commercial, industrial, or agricultural uses.  These have a rated energy storage capacity less 
than 1 MWh and less than 200 MWh of energy discharge capability. 

Utility-Scale Battery Energy Storage System:  A Battery Energy Storage System intended to store and 
discharge electricity for sale into the electric grid or for grid reliability purposes and having a rated energy 
storage capacity of 200 MWh or more of energy discharge capability or systems of storing and releasing 
more than 1 MW of power. 

Battery Container:  A prefabricated enclosure, cabinet, shipping container, or similar structure housing 
battery cells, modules, racks, cooling equipment, fire suppression equipment, and associated controls. 

Battery Management System (BMS):  An electronic system that monitors and manages battery operating 
conditions including voltage, current, temperature, state of charge, and safety functions. 

Energy Capacity:  The total amount of electrical energy that can be stored by a Battery Energy Storage 
System, measured in kilowatt-hours (kWh) or megawatt-hours (MWh). 

Power Rating:  The maximum rate at which a Battery Energy Storage System can charge or discharge 
electricity, measured in kilowatts (kW) or megawatts (MW). 

Thermal Runaway:  A condition in which an increase in battery temperature causes a self-sustaining and 
uncontrollable increase in temperature, potentially resulting in fire, venting, or explosion. 

Emergency Response Plan:  A document prepared by the system owner that identifies procedures, 
contacts, hazards, emergency shutdown methods, and coordination protocols for first responders. 
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Decommissioning (used for solar, BESS and Data Centers):  The process of removing a any size solar 
project, Battery Energy Storage System, and Data Centers and all associated equipment from a site and 
restoring the property in accordance with an approved decommissioning plan. 

Decommissioning Plan (used for solar, BESS and Data Centers):  A written plan describing the 
procedures, cost estimates, financial assurance, and schedule for the removal and disposal or recycling 
of any size solar project, Battery Energy Storage System, and Data Center at the end of its useful life. 

Point of Interconnection:  The physical location where a Battery Energy Storage System connects to the 
electrical transmission or distribution system.

Please make changes in the area above OR please add comments on the language below, what 
would you change, what would you add, what would you remove, etc. 

Please list any other words that should be added to the definition section for BESS 

Current BESS Definitions 

There are no current BESS Definitions within the current Zoning Ordinance 
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